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La Boldina is a group dedicated to urban 
permaculture in Seville, Spain. Whilst the group’s 
practice is rooted in classical permaculture 
principles – promoting biodiversity, sustainable 
resource management and self-maintaining green 
spaces – they are also experimenting with new 
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secondary	 activity.	 In	 addition	 to	 urban	 agriculture,	 their	
activities	 include	 performance	 art	 and	 storytelling,	 public	
lectures,	and	public	permaculture	training	workshops.	
La	Boldina’s	commitment	to	permaculture	is	reflected	both	
in	 the	 spaces	 they	 cultivate	 and	 in	 the	 group	 itself.	 This	
includes	how	it	operates	and	how	it	engages	with	the	wider	
city.	The	group	is	consciously	diverse	and	non-hierarchical.	It	










Learning from Nature: New forms of  
urban permaculture in Seville
Boldo, from which La Boldina takes its name, is central to the 
group’s permaculture practice. Photo by Christopher Yap
La Boldina’s perma-formance in barrio Macarena, Seville; using public performance to share their permaculture philosophy. Photo by Christopher Yap
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For	 this	 group,	 permaculture	 is	 a	 philosophy	 that	 extends	
beyond	managing	gardens.	La	Boldina	uses	permaculture	as	
a	 lens	 for	 engaging	 with	 other	 urban	 processes.	 A	
permaculture-inspired	community,	for	example,	should	be	
diverse,	 adaptive	 and	 self-managing.	 At	 the	 same	 time	
agroecological	 ideas,	such	as	recognising	interconnectivity	
and	 cycles,	 are	 being	 repurposed	 as	 social	 and	 political	
principles	 for	 engaging	 with	 broader	 urban	 issues.	 These	
include	the	speculative	housing	market	and	gentrification	
of	working-class	neighbourhoods.	As	one	member	explains,	
permaculture	 principles	 are	 increasingly	“reflected	 in	 the	
private	lives	of	the	group”.	This	thinking	is	reflexive	within	
their	 small	 community	 of	 30-40	 individuals,	 but	 it	 also	
shapes	their	wider	engagement	with	groups	of	residents	in	
the	 neighbourhood,	 and	 other	 self-organised	 networks	
across	the	city.






environment.	 Moreover,	 La	 Boldina’s	 commitment	 to	
participatory	processes	and	the	organic	emergence	of	new	












In	 La	 Boldina,	 we	 can	 see	 an	 emergent	 form	 of	 urban	
permaculture;	 one	 that	 reconciles	 classical	 permaculture	
principles	 with	 the	 local	 social,	 cultural	 and	 ecological	
contexts.	In	learning	from	nature,	the	group	is	seeking	new	
ways	 make	 their	 urban	 environment	 more	 sustainable,	
more	interconnected,	and	more	collective.	It	is	precisely	this	
form	of	organisational	innovation	that	will	better	enable	us	
to	 articulate	 and	 share	 the	 multidimensional	 benefits	 of	





Huerto del Rey Moro, Seville. Photo by Christopher Yap
